First Evangelical Free Church Sort-Term Missions Policy Statement

Purpose

1. The whole creation exists for the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:26, Psalm 24:1

2. Man has, on account of the fall, severed his relationship with God. Romans 3:23

3. God sent His Son, Jesus, to redeem mankind from his fallen state. Romans 5:8, John 3:16, Ephesians 1:7

4. The church has been given the responsibility of declaring God’s glory through the Gospel. Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8

5. First Evangelical Free Church exists as a local congregation committed to the proclamation of the Gospel. Colossians 1:28

For these reasons First Evangelical Free Church desires to encourage its members and regular attendees to become short-term missionaries. Such experiences are viewed to be:

A. An important part of recruiting and training future career missionaries and stimulating a vision for world evangelization both in the individual and in the congregation.

B. An opportunity for the congregation as a whole to become involved in short-term missions through the individual.

C. An opportunity for the individual to represent the congregation.

Definition

Short-term missions are defined as an unpaid and essentially full-time evangelistic or nurturing ministry including work projects under the auspices of a recognized missions organization which has been approved by the FEFC Missions Committee. Such ministries shall be for a minimum period of one week and a maximum period of four months including orientation and debriefing. Such ministries shall not be limited by geographical location – local, national, and international ministry opportunities shall be considered equally.

Requirements of Applicants

1. Applicant must be a member in good standing or a regular attendee for at least one year.

2. Applicant must have completed the 11th grade for overseas service or 9th grade for North American or Central American service. (If applicant is under 18 years of age, he/she must have parental approval in writing.)

3. Applicant must be a believer and show evidence of spiritual growth as recommended by a member of the pastoral staff.

4. Applicant must have a sincere interest in missions.

Application Procedure

1. Fill out an application based on a form provided by the Missions Committee.

2. Submit the application to the Missions Committee preferably four months prior to the anticipated start date of the short-term mission. Exceptions to this time frame may be made by the Missions Committee.

3. Meet with the Mission Committee for an interview.

Guidelines for Distribution of Funds

Each year the Missions Committee will include short-term missions support as a line item in the annual Missions budget. Individual support for short-term missions shall:

A. Be distributed form the amount of short-term missions support funding in the annual budget.

B. Not exceed 1/3 of the individual’s total need or ¼ of the church’s annual budget for short-term missions.

C. Be dispersed only to the sending agency when the entire support has been pledged.

D. Be considered in the order o submission to the Missions Committee.

E. The decision to fund or not to fund will be made within one week of the interview with the Missions Committee.

Accountability

Upon return from term of service, a report shall be given to the Missions Committee and the Church body.

Policy Review

The Missions Committee shall review this Short Term Policy Statement annually.

FEFC Short Term Missions Application

Date of Application: ______________

Name: _____________________

Address: _____________________

City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________

Marital Status: ______________

Present Occupation: ______________

If under 18 years of age, please answer the following:


Date of birth: ___________


Parent’s Name: ______________


Parent’s Address: _____________________


City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________


What school do you attend: ______________


Current Grade: ________

How long have you attended FEFC: ______________

Please describe your past and current activities and ministry at FEFC: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Give one reference that the Missions Committee may contact other than your pastor:


Name: _____________________

Address: _____________________


City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________

Highest grade or degree completed: ______________

What, if any, cross-cultural or overseas experience have you had? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What other job experience, skills, or hobbies do you have? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List the goals you hope to reach through your short-term experience: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Give the name and address of the mission board or agency you will serve under:


Name: _____________________

Address: _____________________


City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________

Briefly describe what you will be doing: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what way will this be a service for Christ? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What will be your field address, and what dates will you be there? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What special prayer requests do you have? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When will you depart? ______________

Total funds needed: $_________

As of _________(date), total fund you have raised is: $___________

Support still lacking: $__________

Amount requested from Missions Committee: $___________

Date funding needed: ______________

Please write out your personal testimony of your salvation, and share some of the evidences of continual growth you see in your life. Also include a statement of how and when you decided to get involved with missions: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this form to the FEFC senior pastor, a member of the Missions Committee, or the church secretary.

FEFC Evaluation form for Short Term Missions Experience

Name: _____________________

Dates of Mission Trip: ______________

Destination of Trip: _____________________

Organization with which you went: _____________________

Goal of your trip? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Was the goal met? _____ If so, how? If not, why do you think it was not met? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the most meaningful experience from your trip? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you recommend this organization and type of trip for others in our congregation? If so, why? If not, please explain. Also what type of persons would most likely benefit or be beneficial for this type of trip. (What special skills might be required, etc.) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How were you changed or impacted by being a part of this trip? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Was this a “seed planting”, support ministry, or were there souls won to Christ? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think the organization of the group affected its ministry? Were there things that needed to be done differently or did you think “they had it all figured out perfectly” for the job to be done? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On a scale of 1 to 10 with 10 being the best experience, how would you rate your experience with this team and trip? _________

Thank you so much for your service for the Lord. Thank you also for prayerfully filling out this evaluation form for the mission committee. We hope to use this information to encourage and guide others wishing to go on a short-term mission trip.

Please send this form within 3 weeks of your return home to the First Evangelical Free Church with attention to the Mission Board.

